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1. In your 16-17 program review update, you reflected on your program’s contributions to 
the College’s overall goal of improving student success. You identified strategies and 
activities your program planned to engage in to address this goal. Please describe your 
program’s progress over the past academic year.  

* a. What is the status of the project/activities/program improvements?  

In the 2016-17 program review, I identified two possible strategies to assist with achieving 

the college's overall student success rate of 74%: One strategy was the establishment of an 

English 101/105 prerequisite for Journalism 200 (Intro to News Writing and Reporting), in 

order to establish the baseline English writing skills that students need to be successful in 

the program's most writing-intensive course. The second potential strategy was the 

potential creation of an extra 1-unit lab-type course for students who are enrolled in 

Journalism 200 that would include a peer tutor who had successfully completed the class 

and received tutoring training. I envisioned this as being similar to the new English 31 

course for basic skills students who want to concurrently enroll in English 101. Students who 

had not yet completed English 101 but want to enroll in Journalism 200 could enroll in a 1-

unit lab course concurrently so they could obtain the necessary skills and assistance to be 
successful in the course.   

I have ultimately decicded against the first option of establishing a pre-requisite of English 

101/105 for Journalism 200 for several reasons. While on the surface it might seem to be 

an ideal solution to students lack of grammar/spelling/punctuation issues, I fear that it 

might prevent students who are ready to take the class from enrolling and it would have a 

negative effect on overall class enrollment. There has been a slight drop in enrollment in 

Journalism courses this semester, and I feel to contribute to further drops in enrollment 

would be detrimental to the program.  

For the second potential option, I am still exploring how to best create this 1-unit course 

and how to connect it to our classes. I have inquired about finding a tutor that other 

programs utilize with the graduate student program connection at University of San Diego, 

but thus far that program is only for Basic Skills courses. I will look into it further this 

semester and inquire with other community college programs to see if any have such a 
course.  



* b. What improvements (if any) do you notice in your success data?  

The overall program success rate for 2016-17 was 64%, which was down 2% from 2015-

16.  However, our goal for the 2016-17 year was a success rate of 63.6%, so from that 

perspective it was successful. Last year, the overall program success average over a five-

year period was 61.6%.  With a 64% success rate for the 2016-17 academic year, our 

current five-year program average remains the same at 61.6% despite the slight decrease 

from last year. It is extremely important to not only raise the overall success of the program 

but help the college achieve its goal of both short-term and long-term success by increasing 

the program success rate by approximately 2% each year thereafter.  By focusing on 
traditionally underrepresented ethnic groups in our program, this can be achieved.  

In addition, for the first time Latino students had a higher success rate in 2016-17 than 

White students, with a 81% success rate vs. 77%, respectively. African American students 

saw a significant drop in success rates percentage wise, dropping from 92% in 2015-16 to 

74% in 2016-17.  However, the program did see more African American students enroll in 

journalism classes overall in 2016-17, with a total of 35 students, versus 26 students in 

2015-16.   

* c. What barriers or obstacles have you encountered?  

The primary overall barrier/obstacle encountered with the program is a lack of awareness of 

the program on campus. Despite the fact that I have been at Mesa for 12 years and that 

The Mesa Press has published consistently during that period, I am still met with surprise 
from some staff and faculty on campus that we have a student newspaper.  

In addition, another barrier is that some counselors discourage students from enrolling in 

journalism classes during their first year at Mesa, instead telling them to focus on general 

education courses. Consequently students wait until their third or even fourth semester to 

take their journalism courses, and in some cases take their four required AD-T journalism 

courses in one semester. This not only deprives our students of feeling like they are a part 

of a true program, it makes the quality of The Mesa Press suffer, as most students only join 

the newspaper staff for one semester prior to transferring and/or graduating.  

Looking Forward  

* 2. Identify one major area of focus for your program (e.g. integrating adjunct faculty, 
enhancing cultural competency, collaborating with high schools, etc.)  
One major area I would like to focus on within the next few years is recruiting more 

students from our feeder high schools. Many of the high schools within the Mesa area have 

journalism programs and student newspapers but they do not always join The Mesa Press 

when they initially enroll at Mesa. I recently made a contact with the Outreach Coordinator 

at Madison High School in Clairemont Mesa about assisting their students with re-starting 

their student newspaper. I am hopeful that this connection can be the beginning of a 

recruitment pipeline between local high schools and our program. I hope to also reach out 

to Kearny, Serra, Clairemont, and High Tech high schools.   



* 3. In what ways does this focus contribute to the College’s goals of improving student 
success and what shifts have you seen (or do you hope to see) in your program data that 
you would attribute to this focus?  
I hope to be able to focus on recruiting students of traditionally underrepresented 

populations as well as bringing students into the program who may already have some 

journalism experience from high school to help boost enrollment in our courses during their 

first year at Mesa.   

* 4. In what ways does this focus contribute to the College’s goals of reducing equity 
gaps and what shifts have you seen (or do you hope to see) in your equity data that you 
would attribute to this focus?  
I have focused past recruiting efforts on Latino and African American students.  When I first 

began teaching at Mesa, enrollment in journalism classes for these two groups were often 

times in the single digits. I have specifically focused my recruiting efforts on programs such 

as Mesa Academy and Puente. In 2012-13, the journalism program only had 76 Latino 

students and 23 African American students. For 2016-17, we had 121 Latino students and 

35 African American students.   

* 5. What other trends or patterns do you notice in the data that warrant further 
exploration?  

While the increase in Latino and African American students is definitely a positive step, 

there still exists a large gap in the success rate of these students versus other racial/ethnic 

groups. African American males still struggle versus their white counterparts. However, 

Latino males are beginning to close the success gap with white males, as are Latino females 

versus white females. I am pleased to see that African American females finally had a 

higher success rate than white females in 2016-17, with a 72% versus 64% rate. 

Considering that African American females had a 18% success rate in 2012-13, this is a 
great achievement for the program.  

Another interesting trend is that the overall program GPA has risen consistently over the 

past five years, from 2.29 in 2012-13 to 2.6 in 2016-17.  Considering the program has also 

seen enrollment growth during that same period, it is good to see that the students have 

also continued to do better academically. In addition, success rates and GPAs for online 
classes increased for the first time in five years.  


